
Curriculum Night
Grade 6

2021-2022
Welcome!

We will begin at 5:40 P.M.



Tonight’s Agenda

Introduction
Grade Administrator:
Arin Rusch

Teacher Teams
Each teacher team will 
introduce themselves & 
their subjects, and take 1-2 
questions

Related Services
Meet your grade team 
counselor and Restorative 
Justice Coordinator!

Q & A / Closing

01 02

03 04



Grade 6 Admin
Arin Rusch

Next Up: 
Restorative Justice Coordinator



Restorative Justice
Coordinator

Dallas Alexis

Next Up: Counseling



Social Worker
Stacey Billups

Next Up: Related Services



Related Services 
Jessica Saunders, Jenn Carlson, 
Amanda DeMarco, Tiffani Velez

Next Up: P.E.



Language

● Comprehension
○ Reading
○ Spoken

● Expression
○ Written
○ Spoken

● Pragmatic Language
○ Perspective Taking
○ Social Language

Speech-Language Therapy
Speech

● Articulation
● Fluency (Stuttering)

Executive Functioning

Memory

*Must be impacting the child in an educational setting

Ademarco@ms447.org



P.E.
Doug Geneen

Next Up: Tech



Tech Teacher
Kim Landman

Next Up: Talent



6th Grade Units
● Google Slides - Animated Comic

● Digital Citizenship
● Computer Science - 

○ Logic Puzzles in Code.org
○ Game Design in Scratch

● Keyboarding

● Video Editing

● Stop Motion Animation



Classwork:
Entry/Exit Tickets

Practice Assignments

Projects:
1 per unit

Grading in Computer Apps

● All assignments turned in on Google 
Classroom

● “Exit Tickets” must be done in class on 
the day they’re assigned

● Students should check Classroom for 
assignments when absent

● Projects will be accepted late for up to 
three weeks
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Me and my brother were chilling in our 

room when...

Ring                             

ring



We got to meet her cat mitten
This is mitten :) he 
doesn't really like 
people LOL
MITTEN!

awww.

Mitten is 
very 
cute.

FOOOD 
IS HERE!



The pizza was here!!!

PIZZA

PIZZA!

PIZZA!

PIZZA!



Essential Questions

How do we balance digital media use in our lives?

How can we de-escalate digital drama so
it doesn't go too far?

How do we find credible information on 
the Internet?



Code.org Course F - 6th Grade





Talent Team
Shari Acker (Theater), 
Julia Farrell (Dance),

Kristel McKanna (Art), 
William Mullins (Music)

Next Up: Math



Dance
Contact: jfarrell@ms447.org

UNIT 1: HIP HOP
UNIT 2: AFRICAN DANCES

mailto:jfarrell@ms447.org


Visual Art
Kristel  McKanna:  kmckanna@ms447.org

Unit 1: Product Design
Unit 2: Collage
Unit 3: Painting
Unit 4: Printmaking



Theatre  
Shari Acker
Sacker@ms447.org
Units of study include
Improvisation
Playwriting
Scene study

mailto:Sacker@ms447.org


Talent Office Hours
Theater: Tuesday
Dance: Thursday

Art: Tuesday
Music: Thursday



Talent Lunch 
Clubs

Theater- Thursday
Dance- Tuesday, Friday

Music- Thursday
Visual Art- Monday, Thursday



Math
Charl Castelyn    

Fed Garduno    
Onika Joseph     
Yaquoi Moore      
Kora Wilson        

Next Up: Exploration



Teacher Contact Info
Class Teachers Email Addresses

601 Mrs. Joseph & Ms. Wilson ojoseph@ms447.org
kwilson@ms447.org

602 Mr. Castelyn & Ms. Moore ccastelyn@ms447.org
ymoore@ms447.org

603 Mr. Castelyn & Mr. Garduño ccastelyn@ms447.org
fgarduno@ms447.org

604 Mr. Garduño & Ms. Moore fgarduno@ms447.org
ymoore@ms447.org

605 Mrs. Joseph & Ms. Wilson ojoseph@ms447.org
kwilson@ms447.org

606 Mr. Castelyn & Ms. Moore ccastelyn@ms447.org
ymoore@ms447.org

When emailing teachers, please email both 
co-teachers. 

mailto:ojoseph@ms447.org
mailto:kwilson@ms447.org
mailto:ccastelyn@ms447.org
mailto:ymoore@ms447.org
mailto:ccastelyn@ms447.org
mailto:fgarduno@ms447.org
mailto:fgarduno@ms447.org
mailto:ymoore@ms447.org
mailto:ojoseph@ms447.org
mailto:kwilson@ms447.org
mailto:ccastelyn@ms447.org
mailto:ymoore@ms447.org


Math Units
● Real Number System

○ Fraction Fun
● Operations
● Ratios
● Algebra
● Geometry
● Data



A Day In Math Class

● Do Now
● Exploration of a task
● Lots of group work



Exploration
Deanna D’Onofrio

William Dych

Next Up: Social Studies



Welcome to EXPLORATION!



So……..What IS Exploration?!, anyway?

Exploration is a program that’s unique to our school (you know… 
The Math and Science EXPLORATORY school ;) We are a 
team of 7 teachers total, who teach Exploration to all 6th, 7th and 
8th grade students. Exploration may not look like other classes 
your child has been in, and every unit is different. However, we 
have some core values that guide our program, and you will see 
them in every Exploration unit over the course of the next 3 years. 



Experiential Learning 

Students have real-world experiences inspired by the 
themes of each unit. This includes off-site learning 
opportunities, hands-on activities, and visits from guest 
speakers who are experts in their fields.

**We know, we know… COVID. Obviously this core 
value is going to look a little different this year. But we 
are still working to provide students with real-world 
learning experiences, even if we’re not going off-site 
together just yet.
 

MS 447 
Exploration Core Values 



Project-Based Learning
Students develop questions and explore real-world 
problems. Hands-on learning activities and 
authentic experiences drive students’ interests and 
curiosities. Students develop projects that 
celebrate their unique voice and share their 
learning with our school community. 

Collaborative Learning and 
Community 

We practice ways of teaching and learning that involve 
groups of students working together to solve a 
problem, complete a task, or create a product. Lessons 
in collaboration help students learn to work with others 
in a way that builds empathy and mutual respect.  



Interdisciplinary Curriculum 

Interdisciplinary: combining two or more subjects or branches 
of knowledge 

Real-world problems don’t fit neatly into a single subjects. We 
use tools and knowledge that draw from multiple disciplines 
(subjects) to examine a central theme, issue, problem, topic, 
or experience.

Socially Conscious & Culturally Sustaining 

Our units allow students to critically engage in issues 
of social justice. Curriculum connects to and celebrates 
our students’ lives, experiences, diverse backgrounds, 
and abilities. 



6th grade Exploration, Unit 1: 

Unit Essential Question:  How do my eating choices impact 
my health, other people, and the world around me? 

 2021



Module Guiding Question Summative Project

#1: Food and Culture How does food represent the 
values and traditions of different 
cultures?

Personal Recipe Project

#2: Plants What can we learn by growing our 
own plants and studying the plant 
life cycle?

Grow Plants from Seed/ 
Observe and Track Growth

#3: Food Justice What is food justice and why is it 
Necessary?

Food Justice Action Project 



Office Hours

Exploration 
Office Hours

Tuesdays and Thursdays
Room 326
2:50 - 3:30 pm

Students are welcome to stop by 
office hours to catch up on work they 
may have missed, to work with us on 
an assignment, or simply if they need 
a quiet place to get some work done!

Deanna D’Onofrio ddonofrio@ms447.org

Will Dych wdych@ms447.org

Feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns!

Next Up: Social Studies



Social Studies
Kristina Davis
Cari Jackson

Next Up: Science













How to Download a Worksheet on JumpRope

1. Go to “Missing Assignments” on JumpRope
2. Click on the clouds to download
3. Print it out or hand write/type your answers and turn in next class







Which is the real grade? 
They both are, because they assess 2 different 
standards.



Science
Vassili Frantzis
Nicholas Moore

Next Up: ELA



















ELA
Nadin Ahmed

Jules Ross
Daisy Orantes

Yazmin Reid

Next Up: Closing



Units

1. Storytelling/ Narrative (Craft moves, Story Arc, 
Assessing and getting to know your children)

2. Nonfiction Teaching (Main idea and Formal 
Paragraph writing)

3. Literary Analysis (Literary elements and Literary 
essay)

4. Poetry (Analysis and Writing)
5. Test Prep
6. Argument/Persuasive



Homework
6th grade requires an increased amount of stamina, 
independence, and organization.  We spend class time 
to teach into these skills.

● Students are given time each day to copy down HW.
● If your child is absent, please look on google 

classroom for up to date Classwork and Homework.



Reading
● Students should reading for 20-30 minutes per 

night or at least 20 pages every day. This will 
support growth in their reading level.

● We are in the process of assessing every 
student's skills

● Students should always have an Independent 
Reading book available (which they can bring 
from home or check out from our library).



Lit Lab
● All students have “Lit Lab” periods built into their schedule. 
● “Lit Lab” is designed to provide individualized small group 

support around targeted literacy skills outside of the 
regular ELA units. 

● Small group instruction during these periods will begin 
once initial student data is collected and analyzed. 

● “Lit Lab” groups are informed by universal reading and 
writing screeners and classroom observations. 

● Skill groups may adjust throughout the year based on 
individual student growth and needs according to follow-up 
assessments



Current Unit: Storytelling

The focus of this unit is on narrative writing skills:

1. Using description, dialogue, inner thinking, and action 
to create a world the reader can imagine (including 
sensory details)

2. Creating a real or imaginary event with a clear 
beginning, middle, and end.

3. Using literary elements in written narratives to reveal 
a theme.



Teacher Contact

If students have questions or concerns, we encourage them to 
advocate for themselves and come to office hours or send us an 
email. We also understand that you know your child and you may 
need to write an email with them or contact us on their behalf.

Tuesday
2:50-3:30

Wednesday  
2:50-3:30

Thursday   
2:50-3:30

Yazmin Reid 
(yreid@ms447.org)

Jules Ross 
(jross@ms447.org)

Daisy Orantes 
(dorantes@ms447)

Nadin Ahmed 
(nahmed@ms447.org)



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, including icons by 
Flaticon and infographics & images by Freepik

Thanks!
See you at Student Led Conferences on November 18!

Visit our website: 
www.ms447.org

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

