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Calendar of Key Dates and Events for the 

2016-2017 HS Admissions Process 

 

September 
Students fill out HS Info 

Form/Survey 

Citywide HS Fair 

 

Citywide HS Fair 

 

October 
Borough High School 

Fairs 

 

Borough High School 

Fairs 

 

SHSAT 

 

November 

 

 

SHSAT for students 

who receive 

accommodations  

(IEP & 504). 

Make Up Test – (with 

special permission 

only). 

 

 

End of November:  High 

School Application due 

back to Mrs. Corvinelli 

Oct. 30th or Nov 5th 

15 16 22 or 23 

23 24 25 



How It Works:  

The Basics 
• The NYC High School Admissions process is a citywide 

choice process. 

 

• Any student can apply to any of our schools in all five 

boroughs. 

 

• You may list up to 12 choices on your application; list them in 

order of preference. 

 

• Schools and programs have different admissions methods to 

determine how candidates will be considered and admitted. 

 

• You are matched to your highest choice possible that has 

also listed you.  

 



What are my options?  

Audition  

For six studios  

at LaGuardia  

  

Test 

For the 

Specialized  

High Schools 

  

Submit  

An application 

for up to 12 

high school 

programs 



• Location 

• School Size 

• Interest Area 

• Curriculum and Courses 

• Extracurricular Activities 

• School Type 

•Admissions Methods & Priorities 

 

Consider the Following 



Specialized High Schools 



There are eight Specialized  

Testing High Schools:  

•  The Bronx High School of Science 

•  High School of American Studies at Lehman College  

•  Brooklyn Technical High School  

•  The Brooklyn Latin School  

•  Stuyvesant High School 

•  High School for Mathematics, Science and Engineering at the 

City College  

•  Queens High School for the Sciences at York College  

•  Staten Island Technical High School 



Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School offers  

the following programs:   

    

Dance Drama Vocal Visual Art Technical  

Theatre 

Instrumental 

Music 



How to Register 
 

•Fill out Mrs. Corvinelli’s  online High School Survey  

•School counselor will distribute test and/or audition ticket to students  

•Families should check the ticket for the following: Correct student info (name, 

ID#, grade)  

•Correct test date and location  

•Testing accommodations (if applicable)  

•Complete the grid on the test ticket indicating student preferences for 

Specialized High Schools 

•Students must bring the test and/or audition ticket with them  

 



SHSAT Scoring & Offers 

• On the scheduled test date, students list the Specialized 

Testing High Schools in priority order on the test answer 

sheet.  These choices are final. 

• After all tests are scored, students’ test scores are placed in 

order from the highest score to the lowest score. 

• Offers are made, in turn, based on  

• student’s score 

• student’s priority of choices 

• seat availability 

• All Specialized High School offers are final.  

 



DID YOU KNOW? 

Specialized 

Testing High 

Schools DO  

• Do make offers based only on 

  the SHSAT scores.  

• Do release scores & offers   

  with Round 1 results in 

  March.  

Specialized 

Testing High 

Schools  

DO NOT  

• Do Not review state test 

  scores, grades, attendance.  

 

• Do Not have waitlists.  



Sample 

SHSAT 

Test 

Ticket 
 



Sample 

Audition 

Ticket 



Considerations for  

Programs/Schools listed  

On High School Application 



Admissions Priorities 

Questions to Consider During Your Search 

• Is/are the program(s) open to all NYC 

residents? 

• How are priorities organized? 

• How do priorities affect your child’s chances of 

being accepted to the program of interest? 

• Does your child have a zoned program? 



NEW YORK CITY HIGH SCHOOL DIRECTORY 

Admissions Priorities 

Admissions Priorities determine the order in which applicants are considered 

for placement. 

Continuing  

8th graders 

Brooklyn  

students 

residents 

NYC  

students 

residents 



HOW OFFERS ARE DETERMINED 

Eligibility 

Eligibility:  Some programs are only open to certain students. 

Students must meet a program’s eligibility requirements to list the 

program on the application.  

Students who go to school 
and live outside of the Bronx 

are not eligible to apply to this 
program! 



HOW OFFERS ARE DETERMINED 

Seat Availability 

•Review the number of seats in a program 

and the number of applicants for those 

seats. The number of applicants per seat 

will affect a student’s chances of being 

matched.  

•The average demand for programs  

is 6 applicants per seat. 

•The data refers to the previous  

year’s admissions cycle. 

You can learn about 
Seat Availability in 

the Directory! 

Tip: Don’t list only programs  

with high demand on your  

Application! 

 



ZONED  
(most of our 

students do not 

have one.) 

• Based on 

address 

UNSCREENED 

• Random 

selection 

 

LIMITED UNSCREENED  
(The Harbor School, Essex Street 

Academy, BCS) 

• Random selection 

• Higher priority to students who 

demonstrate interest  

SCREENED FOR 

LANGUAGE 

• Based on students’ English 

language skills and/or years 

in the country. 

SCREENED 
(Beacon, Bard, Millennium Brooklyn, Midwood) 

• Screened programs rank 

students using seventh grade 

core course grades, attendance, 

and state test scores. 

• Additional requirements possible, 

such as portfolios or interviews. 

AUDITION 
(Murrow, Art & Design, Frank 

Sinatra, PPAS) 

•Same as Screened, 

but require an 

audition. (Some 

auditions require 

pre-registration.)  

EDUCATIONAL OPTION 
(Telecommunications & Murrow) 

Seats reserved for students with high, 

medium, and low NY State ELA scores. 

• Half of seats filled by students who were 

ranked by the school. 

• Half of seats filled through random 

selection. 

These programs DO NOT see applicant’s school record 

HOW OFFERS ARE DETERMINED 

Admissions Methods 
An Admissions Method is the way a school program matches with applicants. 
Remember that students are first grouped by Admissions Priority and then 
considered by Admissions Method. 

These programs DO see applicant’s school record 



HOW OFFERS ARE DETERMINED 

Selection Criteria 

A program’s Selection Criteria is useful to know how a student’s 

application compares with other applicants. 

This is only relevant for 
programs that see an 

applicant’s school record. 



Admissions Methods (Cont’d) 



STUDENTS WITH DISABILITES (“SWD”) 

• Students with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) may apply 
to any high school program in New York City; all high schools must 
provide services for students.  

• For the purposes of High School Admissions, seats at each high 
school program are divided into two groups:  

• General education students (“GE”); or 

• Students with disabilities (“SWD”) who receive special education 
services for more than 20% of their instructional school day  



The High School Application (front) 



• Rank up to 12 choices in 
order of preference 

• Only list schools on your 
application that you would 
actually attend 

• Return your application by 
the end of November 

 

The High School Application (back) 



The High School  

Application Receipt 

 



Application Tips 

• Be aware of due dates 

• List your choices in the order of your 

preference 

• List only those programs and schools that you 

will accept if matched. 

• Apply to programs with a variety of Admissions 

Methods  

• Discuss you application with your counselor   

• Keep a copy of your application 
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Low/Average Demand 

6 or fewer 

applicants/seat 

Student is in 

 first priority 

group 

“Likely-Match” Programs 

Student’s 

academics fall on 

the high end of 

selection criteria. 

OR 

OR 

Average Demand  

About 6 

applicants/seat 

Student is in 

 first priority 

group 

“Target” Programs 

Student’s 

academics fall 

within selection 

criteria 

OR 

OR 

High Demand  

More than 6 

applicants/seat 

Student is not in 

first priority 

group 

“Reach” Programs 

Student’s 

academics fall 

below selection 

criteria 

OR 

OR 

Continuing  

6-12 School 

Guaranteed 

Programs 

Zoned Guarantee 

Program 

Check the 

High School 

Application 

to see if a 

student is 

eligible for a 

guaranteed 

program. 

BUILDING A BALANCED APPLICATION 

A balanced application has a mix of “reach” programs, “target” 
programs, and “likely-match” programs. 



What Happens Next? 



97% 
received an  

offer to one of  

their choices. 

Early March 
Receive Round 1 Results 

86% 
received an 

offer to one of 

their top five 

choices. 

48% 
received an 

offer to their 

first choice. 

8% 
did not receive 

an offer 

Previous example of High School Admissions in 

Round 1:  



Participation in Round 2 

If you do not receive a Round 1 offer or are interested in 

exploring other high school programs:   

• You can fill out a Round 2 application and choose from a new 

list of programs with availability.  

• A Round 2 offer replaces a Round 1 offer.  

•  If you are still unmatched in Round 2, you will be placed in a 

program with availability.  

• All students receive an offer at the end of Round 2 in May.  

•  If you wish to appeal your offer, you may do so after Round 2 

results are distributed. Appeals are only granted for exigent 

circumstances such as hardships.  



Next Steps 



Individual High School 

Appointments 

 

 

 

 

• Mrs. Corvinelli will send out website. 

• You will then be prompted to sign in with a shared password. 

• Appointments will be 20 minutes long. Morning and afternoon 

slots will be open starting in October. 

• Please arrive 5 minutes early 

• Bring copies of your child’s 7th grade report card, high school 

application and a list of all schools that they are interested in.  



Private School & 

Recommendation Requests 

 
• Transcript request forms and counselor recommendation 

forms should be submitted to Mrs. Corvinelli & teacher 

recommendation forms should be submitted directly to the 

teachers. 

• Please have students bring forms to me at least 2 weeks 

prior to the date that they must be received by the high 

school.  

• Each form you submit to me must be attached to a  

pre-addressed envelope along with enough stamps to 

ensure proper mailing.  



      

  Sign up for email updates online at:  

    www.schools.nyc.gov/subscribe 

   Office of Student Enrollment 718-935-2399 or email    

    HS_Enrollment@schools.nyc.gov.   

 

For more information… 

 

• www.ms447.org 
• Office of Student Enrollment website: 

www.nyc.gov/schools/ChoicesEnrollment/High 

• Accountability Information: www.nyc.gov/schools/accountability 

• Independent Guide to NYC Public Schools: www.insideschools.org 

 

Useful Websites 

http://www.schools.nyc.gov/subscribe
http://www.nyc.gov/schools/ChoicesEnrollment/High
http://www.nyc.gov/schools/accountability
http://www.nyc.gov/schools/accountability

