RULES OF THE COMMA

* A comma is a punctuation mark that shows the reader where a pause is needed in a sentence.

* A comma helps clarify the meaning of a sentence.
* Review the examples we studied in class, plus these additional examples we discovered in our inquiry:
1. Placement in compound sentences – Independent clauses
There are two parts of a sentence that could each stand alone, and they are joined by a conjunction preceded by a comma.

Conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so (FANBOYS)

Subject
Verb


Conj.
 S
 V

Andy 
built a snowman, 
and
 Jeff
 played with his dog.
2. Use with dependent clauses
Dependent phrases and clauses help to clarify and add detail to an independent

clause.

• Dependent clauses may appear at the beginning, middle, or end of a sentence.
Dep. Clause

S
V



Conj.
S

V

Before he took the test, 
Dan 
struggled with his homework, 
so 
his father 
helped him.
3. Placement around nonessential elements

A nonessential phrase is a part of the sentence that, if it were removed, the sentence would still make sense.


S 

non-essential 

V

My brother, 
who lives across town, plans to throw a party.
If a phrase is essential, we don’t use commas to set it off.

S

essential

V

The tiramisu 
that I had at Joe’s 
was great.
4. Placement in a series
• Place commas in a sentence to divide items in a list. 

• The commas will help the reader to avoid confusion.

• The comma before the conjunction is generally required, but it can be omitted if there is no possibility of confusion.
· Commas should be placed in series of words, phrases, or clauses.
5. Placement with adjectives
Use commas to separate adjectives that provide an equal description of a noun.


Adj.
Adj.
S
V

The 
big, 
hairy 
gorilla 
ate a banana.
The Test:

Can you put “and” between the adjectives? Can they be described in reverse order? If so, use a comma.
6. Placement after introductory elements
· The sentence begins by addressing somebody

· The sentence begins with an interjection (expression)

Clarissa, you look so lovely today.
I declare, this is the best crumpet I’ve ever eaten.

Watch out! Common comma mistake!!

The comma splice: independent clauses are joined by a comma.

S
V



S

V

Dan 
struggled with his homework, his father 
helped him.

And don’t forget…
· Use in dates

· Use between dialogue tags and quotation marks

